
Winter 2012, Room 1L07 
 

Fundamentals of Animal Learning (PSYC-2800/3)
 
Instructor      
    
Doug Williams     
Office: 0RC28/32      
Office Hours: Monday 1:30 – 2:20, Tuesday 2:30 – 3:45      
Phone: 786-9334 
E-Mail: d.williams@uwinnipeg.ca  
   
 I will be glad to answer questions and receive comments during office 
hours.  Drop-in visits are always welcome, but if you wish to see me at a 
specific time contact me for an appointment. 
 
Course Content
 
 This course examines forms of learning and cognition widely shared by 
humans and nonhumans, such as habituation, Pavlovian and instrumental 
learning, memory, timing, counting, and self-awareness. 
  
Required Text

 
Klein, S.B. (2012). Learning Principles and Applications (6rd Edition). Sage, Los 

Angeles: CA. ISBN: 978-1-4129-8734-9. 
 
http://www.sagepub.com/klein6e/study/chapter.htm 
 
Class Website 
 
 The class website contains powerpoint lecture slides, test practice 
questions, and grades. To access the website, type the following address into 
your WEB browser: http://ion.uwinnipeg.ca/~williams/   
 
Evaluation 
 
 Tests.  There will be 3 tests during the term.  The tests will be composed 
of multiple choice, short answer, and long answer questions.  The short and 
long answer questions are randomly selected from a practice question list 
handed out 1 week before the test.   

Assignment.  Students will also be required to derive predictions for a set 
of fictional experiments using the Rescorla-Wagner model.  This assignment is 
about 3 or 4 pages (10 points), and requires about 5-10 hours of out-of-class 
work.  The assignment is related to our discussions in Unit 2 and is handed in 
prior to Exam 2.  

mailto:d.williams@uwinnipeg.ca


   
Participation.  Five points will be made available for participation in 

classroom exercises during the term.  These occasions will be unannounced 
and are designed to encourage attendance.    
 
Unit 1:   Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, & 5 (pages 97-106)  
  Test 1: Tuesday January 31 (20 points) 
 
Unit 2: Chapters 5 (pages 107 – 121), 6, 7, 8 
  Rescorla-Wagner Assignment: Tuesday February 28 (10 points) 
  Test 2: Tuesday March 6 (25 points) 
 
Unit 3: Chapters 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, & 14 
  Test 3: April 19, 9:00 – 11:00 pm in 1L07 (40 points) 
 
Grades 
 
Letter grades based on the tally of the five components of the course 
(Participation = 5, Test 1 = 25, Assignment = 10, Test 2 = 25, Test 3 = 35) will 
be distributed as closely as possible to the following scale.  
 
high standing = A+ (can be more than one person), 

>87 = A 
>81 = A-  
>75 = B+  
>70 = B  
>65 = C+  
>58 = C  
>50 = D  
<50 = F   

 
Grades are reviewed by the Psychology Department and the Senate and 

may be increased or decreased, although changes are extremely unlikely.  The 
date for withdrawing from this course without academic penalty is Wednesday 
February 29. Please refer to the University Calendar for regulations on 
academic misconduct and other procedures (withdrawal, appeals, etc.). 


