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including enlisting the help of the custodial staff to teach 
her how to fill
the soda machine daily, thus requiring her to count how 
many cans are needed. ( Her goal for the year is to be 

On October 23rd, 1995, ABC 
members were treated to an 
inspiring presentation at our Annual 
General Meeting by local “gifted 
expert” Dr. Ken McCluskey.  I 
emphasize inspiring simply because 
those of us fortunate enough to have 
had an opportunity to meet this man 

truly felt “inspired”. With light-hearted humour, Dr. 
McCluskey took a serious subject and made it fun.  
He shared with us personal observations, from a 
parent’s perspective, and professional 
observations, from his experience as both a 
teacher and Coordinator of Special Services for 
Selkirk S.D. #11.  One of the handouts that he 
provided to those in attendance was an article he 
had written some years back, but whose points still 

CONTINUED ON PAGE # 9

THANKS, SANDY!
Sandy Grant, a part of the executive of ABC since 
its founding, has found it necessary to change her 
role in the organization to a less active one.  She 
served ably as our membership secretary, and was a 
major part of our Childrens’ Workshops.  Her 
positive outlook on life and her work ethic were 
always appreciated.  THANKS FOR ALL THE 
TIME AND SERVICE, Sandy! 

PARENT EVENING 
PLANNED FOR 

JANUARY

DATE: Sunday, Jan. 28,1996
TOPIC: Motivation, Self-esteem, and 
Student Achievement
SPEAKER: Susan Winebrenner, author 
of “Teaching Gifted Students in the 
Regular Classroom.”
TIME: 7:00-9:00 PM
LOCATION: Professional Staff 
Development Centre, 350 Moray Street 
(behind the St. James-Assiniboia 
School Division offices), Winnipeg.
NOTE: Many thanks to the Manitoba 
Association for Gifted Education for 
arranging  this evening in conjunction 
with their professional development 
day.  Please RSVP to ABC at 831-9622 
to give us an idea of numbers 
attending - our members may attend 
free of charge.   



FROM THE INTERNET . . . . .

NOTE:  Many people have asked 
for the addresses from which  
these letters come.  If you have an 
Internet connection, you may 
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Date: Thur, 7 Dec 1995 21:01:01 -0500
Reply-To: giftednet-l@warthog.cc.wm.edu
Originator: giftednet-l@listserv.cc.wm.edu
Sender: giftednet-l@warthog.cc.wm.edu
Precedence: bulk
From: Edward James Stapleton <estaplet@pen.k12.va.us>
To: Multiple recipients of list <giftednet-
l@warthog.cc.wm.edu>
Subject: Re: Help!  

Eliminating existing gifted programs is always a chicken-doo 
step backwards. Since they were first formed, G/T programs 
have always been perceived as a "luxury" item that 
becomes threatened at
the first sign of financial problems (is your district having 
financial problems?). Have they proposed what is to stand in 
its place??  It's my understanding that every state has 
language in its public education charter that stipulates that 
the needs of the gifted will be met. (there is no National 
language like PL142, unfortunately) So, how are they going 
to do it?
Will this new method be effective?  If the proposal reads 
something like "turning the responsibility back to the 
classroom teachers"; that's a crock and it doesn't work (that's 
why specialists were trained to create pull-out programs in 
the first place).  

Classroom teachers have all they can handle with
mainstream kids and kids at the needier end of the 
spectrum. Every district I've ever heard of eliminating their 
pull-out program has always reinstated it within five years; 
with five years worth of kids as the losers and a lot of regret 

and resentment in the community!  Don't let them do it.  
Your strongest assets are your parents. The parents of G/T 
kids are typically more likely to make the extra effort to call 
school board members or speak out than the parents of other 
groups. G/T programs come in for all kinds of abuse but we 
have the one

advantage of having articulate, vocal parents.

CONTINUED ON PAGE # 6
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Date:         Fri, 8 Dec 1995 04:53:00 -0500

pothead. I don't think you thought much about doing 
it except having some crazy fun.  You probably didn't 
think it was all that important, but that  was serious 

ASSOCIATION For  

BRIGHT CHILDREN  of 
MANITOBA 

c/o 307 Country Club Blvd. Winnipeg, MB  
R3K 1X4  

Ph: 831-9622

: Susan Winebrenner, author 

Development Centre, 350 Moray Street 

day.  Please RSVP to ABC at 831-9622 

subscribe to Gifted Net by sending your request to 
subscribe to Linda Boyce, E-Mail address 
Inboyc@mail.wm.edu
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE #2

They're the ones who are going to save you.  Remind 
parents about the great stuff their kids learned to do in 
G/T (that lead to higher level thinking skills, of course) 
so they can "brag" to the school board.  It doesn't take 
hundreds of folks; just a well-spoken few who can 
(rightfully so) claim to represent many more.

We go through the same thing every few years and it's 
distracting and downright reprehensible but we've 
learned to push our best parents up to the table and 
the board usually goes off elsewhere looking, 
unfortunately for them, for a softer spot to swing their 

axe.

Ned Stapleton
G/T Resource Teacher
Fairfax County Public Schools           
Fairfax, VA
Date: Tue, 21 Mar 1995 14:32:28 -0500
Subject: Re: Heterogeneous grouping and 
classroom structure

I recently attended a meeting in our school district in 
which a group of administrators and teachers 
presented some preliminary work and examples of how 
they are expanding use of heterogeneous grouping in 
our schools.  The main example they chose to 
illustrate how "wonderfully" this is working was a young 
girl, previously in special Ed classes, now placed in a 
regular 3rd grade classroom.  This child  is functioning 
at approximately a kindergarten
level academically and has some significant social 
and emotional difficulties as well.  The school has 
been making a number of accommodations for her, 

her how to fill
the soda machine daily, thus requiring her to count how 
many cans are needed. ( Her goal for the year is to be 
able to count to 20.)   She apparently has frequent 
tantrums in class, but the staff reports that the other 
children in the class are learning that "this is just her 
way."

After listening to this account, it was apparent to me that 
there was a great deal of caring and empathy  on the 
part of the school staff in making plans for this child.  I 
could not help but think, however, that there would be 
little such empathy and caring to accommodate a 
profoundly gifted child in this heterogeneous classroom.  
Moreover,  I believe that  placing this child in a third 
grade classroom based primarily on her chronologic age 
is merely accentuating what is wrong with our current 
"lock-step" approach to
education.  It makes as little sense to place this child in a 
third grade classroom simply because she is 9 years old 
as it does to keep a 5 year old
child who functions academically at a 4th or 5th grade 
level in kindergarten.
 
Because the primary function of school is to teach 
academics (or so it should be),  it would make much 
more sense to group children  primarily by academic 
functional level and by style of learning, with the 
"heterogeneity" of the
classroom  being various ages.  The "accommodations" 
then made for individual
students would then be based on  differences in 
maturational level or learning style.  For example, the 
aforementioned highly gifted 5 year old may
be in a math classroom learning pre-algebra,  but 
perhaps  she would not be required to do the same 
volume of homework as some of her older classmates.

Such mixed-age, similar ability grouping is also more 
like what a child will eventually encounter in the "real 
world."  As adults, after all,  our
positions and peers at work are based on ability and 
achievement, not age. Unfortunately, we are unlikely to 
see such a radical change in the approach to education 
and will instead have to figure out how to better 
accommodate a widening diversity of abilities and 

learning styles in  the ever more "inclusive" classroom.

CONTINUED ON PAGE # 7

Listen to The Mustn'ts     
Listen to the MUSTN'TS, child,
Listen to the DON'TS            
Listen to the SHOULDN'TS 
The IMPOSSIBLES, the WON'TS
Listen to the NEVER HAVES
Then listen close to me--  
Anything can happen, child,     
ANYTHING can be. 

Shel Silverstein          
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education.  It makes as little sense to place this child in a 

Date:         Fri, 8 Dec 1995 04:53:00 -0500
From: Louis Schmier 
Subject:   The Power of Caring

I had been reading student journals and class 
evaluations all morning and on into the early afternoon 
when one stopped me dead in my tracks.  I haven't done 
much since except read it over and over and over.  Each 
time the tears make it as difficult to read as the last 
time.  I've been grasping every word, sometimes 
touching the page with my fingertips.  My office has 
seemed very warm.  How do I share with you how I feel 
....I think I should just let you listen to my silence as you 
read this student's entry:

In all my 16 years of being a student I have never run  
across a teacher who thought and treated me much 
more than as a piece of black female shit.  But you 
cared  enough about me to give me for the first time 
what no other teacher did: respect, a chance to say what 
was on my mind and above all else, love. You gave me 
a chance to realize I was capable of succeeding and 
capable of learning. You gave me confidence that all 
my other teachers seemed to suck out of me like blood-
sucking leeches. You lifted me up when so many others 
stomped me into the ground.  So, I want to personally 
thank you for teaching me so much history, for believing 
in me and also for teaching me to believe in myself....

Do you know when you did that the most?  You 
probably don't remember. It probably seemed so 
unimportant.  But it was like an event for me.  It started 
when we were discussing a tidbit in class that led to an 
argument about legalizing marijuana and I got up and 
told the  class that I smoked to get high and feel good 
and that  there was nothing wrong with it.  A few hours 
later you passed me near the fountain at the library. 
You stopped and all you said was that you wanted me 
to think about that smoking was a round trip, you always 
come back to the  low after the high, you always come 
back to what you're running from. The pain always 
comes back.  But believing in myself is a high like 
nothing else for getting rid of the hurt.  You said it with 
such concern and sincerity that one of my friends with 
me called you a soapy sap. I thought it was so jerky too 
and didn't think about it. Then a few days later when 
you were walking into the Student Union and I asked 
you to have a picture button made with me, you didn't 
run away like you didn't want to be seen with a nigger 

it except having some crazy fun.  You probably didn't 
think it was all that important, but that  was serious 
shit to me.  You don't know how much that picture of 
us now means to me.  After we had it made, I went to 
my room and looked at that picture and couldn't stop 
looking and thought that you didn't have to do 
anything like that.  You could have thought that I was 
a loser like everyone else thought and like I thought.  
And  I started crying, I couldn't stop crying for hours.  I  
realized how unhappy I was and getting high was my 
way of getting rid of my pain.  I see how the pain 
always came back like you said.  I want you to know 
that I realized I had a problem with drugs, but after I 
admitted to smoking a bunch of people came up to 
me to talk.  They didn't yell at me or give me any 
religious holier than  thou crap.  They wanted to help 
and told me about themselves. And some were white! 
They and especially you made me realize that the 
life I was living was not my own. I studied, worked, ate 
and slept around getting high. I made myself 
miserable and thought that smoking would make it all 
better.  It was just making me more miserable.

I am proud of the fact that I worked hard in this class 
and learned a lot.  I learned to speak my mind 

without being disrespectful and to listen.  I have 
learned to meet deadlines.  I have learned to depend 
on my triad  members.  That was the hardest part for 
me, depending on someone else to come through. 
But I learned to trust.  But, you know, the best part of 
all that was that they  trusted and depended on me. 
One time I let them down and it was the worst feeling 
in the world. I cried as I apologized, and they 
understood and forgave me!  Me!!

I want you to know that I don't need weed now to be 
happy.  I haven't had one in four weeks now.  I am 

damn  proud of me and you should

CONTINUED ON PAGE # 8
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If anyone gives you any shit or makes fun of you because of the way you are and how you teach, send them 

come and get a Tootsie Pop.  She said she'd come by for a Tootsie Pop anyway. She gave me permission to 

drawer, I went home to retrieve and now has an honoured place among my sacred objects of teaching in my 

F O R E W O R D : - CONTINUED FROM PAGE # 1

hold true today.  Highlighting the classic study “Pygmalion in the Classroom”, Dr. McCluskey 
pointed out that students in the San Francisco school system were tested and a number were 
“identified” as “late bloomers” who - although they had shown no special abilities up to that 
time - were supposedly about to blossom at any moment.  In truth, researchers Rosenthal 
and Jacobson had simply “lied”.  The students in question were simply picked at random.  
Yet, one year later, it was found that the IQ’s of these randomly selected “late bloomers” had, 
in fact, gone up.  

How could such a thing happen?  The answer, according to Dr. McCluskey, probably resides 
somewhere in the realm of non-verbal communication.  Since teachers expected more of 
these specific students, they probably gave them more attention.  Further, it was found that the 
teachers gave these youngsters more time to formulate and articulate their thoughts, rather 
than simply “cutting them off at the pass”.  Dr. McCluskey concludes that, in some ways, 
education is personality, pure and simple.  “It is essential in education to be happy, relaxed, 
and optimistic.  We must take the attitude that all kids have some strengths.  It is our duty  to 
expect them to learn.”  If we extend this attitude, then, to all students - the slow learner, the 
average student and the gifted child - everyone will benefit. 

The Junior Chess Club will hold its qualifying tournament on January 27th.  In 
order to prepare for the tournament, the meeting on January 20th will be a 

instruction to enable a better performance at the tournament.  However, even 
if you haven’t entered the Challenge, please feel free to come on January 

All parents of children in the Junior Chess Club should have been notified of 
this opportunity.  If by chance you have been missed and wish to participate, 

Ron Neumann at 831-9622 or Gail Fawley at 253-7691 as 

One final word.  We are hoping that the Junior Chess Club may be featured 

Following the AGM held on October 25, 1995, the following persons were elected / appointed to 
the 1995/96 ABC executive:

PRESIDENT: Judy Neumann
PAST PRESIDENT: Ron Neumann
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: Gail Fawley
TREASURER: Peggy Schwartz
SECRETARY: Leslie Peterson
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Allan Appel
MAGE REPRESENTATIVE: Shelley Hasinoff

EXECUTIVE HIGHLIGHTS
At a meeting held on December 11, 1995, the executive dealt with a variety of requests:

• a request for a speaker to address the Manitoba Child Care Association Conference in 
April, 1996 on the topic “Dealing With The Gifted Child in a Daycare Setting.”

• a request to set up a display booth at the above conference.
• a request from Winnipeg Parent Newspaper for an article on Identifying and Fostering the 

Development of Gifted Children.  It will appear, along with an ABC advertisement, in the 
Christmas issue.

 




